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1. What are your views on the Action Plan?

Please see responses to questions 11 and 12.

2. What are your views on progress made against Action 1: Charging
infrastructure?

No comment.

3. What are your views on progress made against Action 2: Optimisation of
energy provision?

No comment.

4. What are your views on progress made against Action 3: Enhanced rapid
charging provision?

No comment.

What are your views on progress made against Action 4: Welsh quality
standards?

No comment.

What are your views on progress made against Action 5: Regulatory facilitation?

No comment.

What are your views on progress made against Action 6: Partnership and
collaboration?

No comment.
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What are your views on progress made against Action 7: Increase public
awareness?

No comment.

What are your views on progress made against Action 8: Encourage investment
opportunity and innovation?

No comment.

What are your views on progress made against Action 9: Create synergies?

No comment.

What are your views on the strategy ?

The vision outlined in the Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy (April 2021) established an ambitious
vision for charging in Wales: “By 2025, all users of electric cars and vans in Wales are confident that
they can access electric vehicle charging infrastructure when and where they need it.”

The RHA strongly supports the aim to decarbonise commercial vehicles and we are championing the
move to Net Zero in the road haulage sector. However, we believe there is a significant gap in the
strategy as it does not include all vehicles.

There is no reference to lorries or coaches, or provision for these vehicles, in the strategy. The
freight and logistics sector is identified as a likely target user in the “on route charging” and “hub
charging” options, but the provision and associated action plan is focused on cars and vans.

The strategy also does not take into account what future need will look like beyond 2025. It notes
that “technological change will influence the shape of electric vehicle charging infrastructure in the
future”, but this is not reflected in the strategy or action plan.

Do you have any other points you wish to raise within the scope of this inquiry?

The RHA thanks the Climate Change, Environment and Infrastructure Committee for the opportunity
to contribute to its inquiry. As the UK’s only trade body dedicated to the operators of commercial
vehicles —trucks, coaches and vans — we represent 8,500 members, ranging from owner operators
to those with fleets of over 2,000 vehicles. Between them, they account for over 250,000
commercial vehicles currently operating on UK roads, and 85% of our members are small and
medium-sized enterprises.

Liwybr Newydd sets the framework for the decarbonisation of transport sector as a whole, but the
strategies to deliver this framework — including the Electric Vehicle Charging Strategy — do not
include all modes of transport within the sector.

It is not possible for the RHA to assess progress against each of the nine actions included in the
action plan that was published in October 2021 as the plan does not cover freight and logistics or
coaches.

As noted in our response to the National Transport Delivery Plan (NTDP): 2022 to 2027, making
transport easy for people in all parts of Wales should be supported by the necessary investment to



ensure this is possible. Transport is essential to the economy and the freight and logistics sector is
heavily reliant on road transport, so enabling all journeys to be more efficient and environmentally
friendly will help to reduce the carbon footprint of the freight and logistics sector.

The absence of any reference to coaches in the strategy is regrettable, not least because tourism —
including coach tourism — is a significant contributor to the Welsh economy.

It should also be noted that while Welsh Government is responsible for the delivery of electric
charging infrastructure provision in Wales, many journeys are taken across the Wales/England
border, regardless of the vehicle used. Infrastructure provision should be consistent across the
United Kingdom and should include all methods of transport.

The RHA looks forward to working with the Welsh Government to develop a Wales National Freight
and Logistics Plan by 2024. We also look forward to seeing plans for the development of electric
charging point infrastructure provision for lorries and coaches in Wales.



